Twenty-Five Reasons to Study the Bible
Introduction

 

A few years ago, a test of Bible knowledge was given to five classes of high school seniors. Most of them failed the exam completely! Some were so confused that they thought Sodom and Gomorrah were lovers, or that the gospels were written by Matthew, Mark, Luther, and John.

Others said that Eve was created from an apple, and that the stories of Jesus used in teaching were called parodies. More than 80 percent of the pupils could not complete such familiar quotations as "Many are called but few are (chosen)"; or "a soft answer turneth away (wrath)."

According to George Barna, of the Barna Group, “The Christian​ body in America is immersed in a crisis of biblical illiteracy.” “How else can you describe matters when most churchgoing adults reject the accuracy of the Bible, reject the existence of Satan, claim that Jesus sinned, see no need to evangelize, believe that good works are one of the keys to persuading God to forgive their sins, and describe their commitment to Christianity as moderate or less firm?”

Other disturbing findings that the document revealed included an overall lack of knowledge among churchgoing Christians include the following:

· The most widely known Bible verse among adult and teen believers is “God helps those who help themselves”—which is not in the Bible and actually conflicts with the basic message of Scripture.  God does not help those who help themselves.  God helps those who cannot help themselves.  Jesus came to save the lost; not the righteous; not those who don’t need Him.

· Less than one out of every ten believers use the Bible as the basis for his or her decision-making or behavior.  More Christians, particularly teens and young adults, are inclined to use the lyrics of popular songs and soap opera remedies to address real life problems.

There are many reasons to study the Bible:

· To know God, to learn direction in life, to find comfort and hope,

· To help us see ourselves as we really are, and

· To become holy and obedient.

Since the Bible is God’s instruction manual to mankind and contains all that we need to know to love and worship Him, a regular study of the Scriptures is one of the most important and necessary things a Christian can do. As our knowledge and understanding of God increases, so do our spiritual maturity and the chances of living a Spirit-filled life. 

One may read the Bible as a regular book and gain insight and wisdom, however, to study and meditate on God’s Word unleashes the power of the Holy Spirit in your life. The Holy Spirit’s job is to help you understand and know God as fully as you are willing, as it says in 1 Corinthians 2:10: 

But you've seen and heard it because God by his Spirit has brought it all out into the open before you. The Spirit, not content to flit around on the surface, dives into the depths of God, and brings out what God planned all along. “

The goal of Bible study is a transformed life and a loving relationship with God. In Scripture, you will see a command to obey, a lesson to learn, a promise to claim, or a sin to confess. It is important to apply what you learn from the Bible to your life. As you respond to God’s Word, your relationship with him will deepen and your life changed by God’s power. There is no logical explanation for this truth:  God’s Word Works!  By immersing yourself in the Scriptures, you will recognize God’s voice and know His Word as truth. Jesus said, “When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.” (John 10:4)   The more we know and understand Scripture, the easier it is to recognize God’s voice. 

Another reason it is important to know the Truth, to hear God’s voice is because in today's postmodern society, truth is under assault..  To the postmodern mind, where anything goes, multiple truths can co-exist.  You can have your truth and I can have my truth and it used to be alright as long as nobody got hurt.    Now, even that boundary is blurred – I can have my truth and even if it causes you pain and suffering, as long as enough people agree with me, my truth wins; regardless if it’s right or wrong, moral or immoral.  Without a standard, truth becomes relative! Even within the Christian Church, some believe that God's Word is not clear enough in all areas to be the standard of truth; that we can never be sure of exactly what God is saying. Consider Jude’s warning: 
What has happened is that some people have infiltrated our ranks (our Scriptures warned us this would happen), who beneath their pious skin are shameless scoundrels. Their design is to replace the sheer grace of our God with sheer license—which means doing away with Jesus Christ, our one and only Master. Jude 1:4 (MSG) 
In 1978, 900 believers blindly followed Jim Jones, the founder and leader of the People’s Temple, to their death because they did not recognize the truth.  

As Believers, we must be able to recognize error and confront it… to verify that the teaching of others is the truth of God and the only way to do so is to study the Scriptures more rigorously than we may be accustomed.

#1—Because of its Author.  John 1:1-4 (NLT) 
In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone.”

Salinger (Catcher in the Rye,) Agatha Christe, C.S. Lewis, and Charles Dickens have sold more than a million books each, but only God has written the most profound and the most priceless book on the planet.

#2—Because we are command to diligently read it. We are to study it to show ourselves approved (1:8). [rightly dividing]

#3—Because it is God's way to accomplish His will. Sinners are saved through the message of the Bible and saints are sanctified through its message. So [saving] faith comes from hearing the message, and the message that is heard is what Christ spoke. Romans 10:17 (GW)  
#4-Because our enemy the devil has read it. The devil knows Scripture and is an expert in using it against believers to condemn and confuse them.  When Jesus was in the wilderness, the devil used Scripture to deceive Him.  Not only was Jesus able to rightly divide the Word as Satan attempted to take God’s Word out of context, but Jesus also knew the Word and used it as a weapon of spiritual warfare.

#5-The Bible alone gives answers to life's questions. Where did I come from? Why am I here? Where am I going? 

#6-Because the only ultimate proof for our faith is the Bible. The book of 1 John 5 list five sure ways that we can be absolutely sure of our salvation.

#7—The Bible is a collection of words that communicate to us the Person and Plan of God, helping us know Him better. Knowing Him is the highest calling of man .  But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that day, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their minds, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You should know the Lord.’ For everyone, from the least to the greatest, will know me already.   Hebrews 8:10-11 (NLT)  As we study God’s word He reveals himself to us and as we get to know him our minds our transformed and our hearts our purified.

#8-God shares His love for us as we read and meditate upon His Word (Rom. 5:8).  

#9-Just as Jesus is the Logos (the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us) who came to reveal the Father to us, so the written Word provides a divine vehicle through which God manifests Himself to His people.  And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe. (1 Thess. 2:13)

#10-In Eph. 4:11 we read that God gives pastor-teachers as a gift to the church.  They preach and teach God’s Word for the purpose of equipping God’s people to do God’s work.  Churches function in their purpose through the study of God’s word.  Research shows that churches and individuals that do not have a healthy and or rich bible study life are prone to function outside of their purpose.  In other words they are dysfunctional. God’s Word, when studied carefully and especially in the context of a healthy Church, provides true knowledge for wise living.

#11-When applied to life, the Word of God grants to us incredible weapons with which to fight the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Be prepared. You're up against far more than you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God has issued, so that when it's all over but the shouting you'll still be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You'll need them throughout your life. God's Word is an indispensable weapon.  Ephesians 6:13-17 (MSG)  [indispensable:  essential: absolutely necessary; vitally necessary;…. No word/no power/no victory]

#12-Studying the Bible gives the believer an accurate view of world history from beginning to end, and his or her place in that history (Gen. 1; Rev. 19-22).  From genesis to revelation; from creation to the final triumph of the church; when the church of Christ, having at last been purified from errors, divisions, and corruptions, in doctrine, discipline, worship, and practice, -- when this imperfect church and imperfect people  will at last be without spot or blemish and made ready to be publicly owned by him as his delight and his beloved you and I have a role to play in the greatest story ever lived.  …

#13-A rich mining of the treasures of Scripture edifies the heart with joy in ways that nothing else can (Ps. 119:24):  Your testimonies also are my delight And my counselors. Psalms 119:24 (NKJV) 

The writer of the great hymn of the church framed it this way:

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

#14-Knowledge of the Bible leads to our sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with more accuracy and with more passion.  Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”   Christians are more confident and comfortable with sharing the Good News with others when they know God’s Word and have been been imbued with power from on high to witness of God’s love to others.

#15-Study to learn God’s will for your life.

#16-Study to learn how to be more like Christ.

#17-Study to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior.

#18-Study to learn about what Jesus did for you.

#19-Study to learn about forgiveness, salvation and love.

#20-Study to learn to show kindness, mercy and grace to others

#21-To receive personal blessing and encouragement

#22-To receive personal guidance

#23-To effectively teach God’s truth to the next generation

#24-To be able to counsel others

#25- To present ourselves approved to God.

 

Conclusion:

Dr. Howard W. Pope tells the glory of a young lady who read a certain book and, having completed it, remarked that it was the dullest book she had read in many a day. Not long after this, she met a certain young man. In the course of time their friendship ripened into love, and they became engaged.

During a visit in the home of his fiancée one evening, she said to him, "I have a book in my library which was written by a man whose name and even initials are the same as yours. Is not that a singular coincidence?"

"I do not think so," he replied.

"Why not?"

"For the simple reason that I wrote the book."

Dr. Pope concludes the story by remarking that the young lady sat up until the early morning hours to read the book again. When she had completed it, she thought it the most interesting book she had ever read! The secret? She now knew and loved the author.

 

If you love God you’ll study His word.  If you study His Word, you’ll come to love Him in ways you never imagined possible!

 

Let us pray!

 

